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to tell you, that I wish you and her all that can conduce to your happiness.          j anij sir,
' Your most obliged,
' And most humble servant,
'SAM. JOHNSON.' 'Cough-square, Dec. 24, 1757.'
In 1758 we find him, it should seem, in as easy and pleasant a state of existence, as constitutional unhappiness ever permitted him to enjoy.
'To BENNET LANGTON, Esq., AT LANGTON, LINCOLNSHIRE'.
' DEAREST SIR,
' I must indeed have slept very fast, not to have been awakened by your letter. None of your suspicions are true; I am not much richer than when you left me; and, what is worse, my omission of an answer to your first letter, will prove that I am not much wiser. But I go on as I formerly did, designing to be some time or other both rich and wise; and yet cultivate neither mind nor fortune. Do you take notice of my example, and learn the danger of delay. When I was as you are now, towering in the confidence of twenty-one, little did I suspect that I should be at forty-nine, what I now am.
'But you do not seem to need my admonition. You are busy in acquiring and in communicating knowledge, and while you are studying, enjoy the end of study, by making others wiser and happier. I was much pleased with the tale that you told me of being tutour to your sisters. I, who have no sisters nor brothers, look with some degree of innocent envy on those who may be said to be born to friends; and cannot see, without wonder, how rarely that native union is afterwards regarded. It sometimes, indeed, happens, that some supervenient cause of discord may overpower this original amity; but it seems to me more frequently thrown away with levity, or lost by negligence, than destroyed by injury or violence. We tell the ladies that good wives make good husbands; I believe it is a more certain position that good brothers make good sisters.
' I am satisfied with your stay at home, as Juvenal with his friend's
1 This letter is misdated.   It was     which was at the end of 1758 ; and
written in Jan. 1759, and not in 1758.     he  says that  'Murphy  is  to   have
Johnson says that he is forty-nine,     his   Orphan   of China   acted   next
In Jan. 1758 he was forty-eight.   He     month.'    It was acted in the spring
mentions the performance of Cleone,     of 1759.
1                                                                      retiremente,  Chantress,  oft  the   woods among
